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THE “FUNDS” OF THE LADY 
VISITORS. 


Our Board of Lady Visitors has for 
many years taken upon itself the task 
of raising money for certain things 
which would add to the comfort and 
efficiency of the School. 

It has built a donkey railway over a 
mile long and we _ have _ two little 
passenger cars and one flat ear which 
have given pleasure and service almost 
beyond reckoning. 

A merry-go-round was purchased, 
painted and enclosed, and it furnishes 
every week happiness and a means 
of encouraging discipline to all 
of our children, for all who have been 
good may have a ride. It is only 
necessary to see the groups on the 
way to the ‘‘Play Corner’’ to realize 
what joy those who contributed to this 
fund are constantly giving our little 
ones. 


When this work was accomplished ’ 


the ‘‘Library Fund’’ was started. So 
many of our books were entirely 
unsuited to our children that the ladies 
undertook to supply us with fitting 
books. Responses came from all 
quarters of the State, and we now 
have a library equipped with books 
which our children can understand and 
appreciate. One section is also de- 
voted to books for employes, and one 
to books of reference along the lines 
of our work, ete. 

This fund is not yet closed, and 
contributions to it may be made to 
any member of the Board of Lady 
Visitors or to Miss Susan N. 
Warrington, Treasurer, Moorestown, 
N. J. 








The **Zoo Fund”’ is also still open. 
We now have, thanks to the ladies, a 
nice frame building containing a 
number of birds and animals. From 
time to time as they are able, they add 
to the members of this ‘‘Happy 
Family’? and instruction and delight 
are here found for the children. In 
order to have this building in the 
proper place it was necessary to move 
it from west of Garrison Hall to its 
present site in the ‘*Play Corner”’ 
and the entire cost has not yet been 
paid. 

''o those who would contribute there 
are therefore these two funds (Zoo 
and Library). The money given to 
care for the children is not used for 
either of these purposes, and _ so 
nothing in the regular line of main- 
tenance and training has suffered 
because of our donkey railway or our 
merry-go-round, and if our friends 
continue their kindness as in the past, 
the Zoo and the Library will be fully 
provided for in the same way. Make 
contributions to either of these funds 
to Miss Warrington, the Treasurer of 
the Board of Lady Visitors. 
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When the Honorable Mention list 
closed for the year, the names of 
the four who had oftenest appeared on 
the lists were read off on Sunday, 
with the announcement that they 
should spend a day in Philadelphia 
with the Superintendent. 

Early this month the expected trip 
was made and a most enjoyable time 
was had. They saw and enjoyed the 
elephants, lions, tigers, bears and all 
the other wonderful things at the 
Zoo, and then enjoyed a fine 
dinner at the Zoo restaurant. 








ee eae 






























THE TRAINING SCHOOL 





NITRATE OF SODA ON WHITE 
POTATOES. 


Four and seven-eighths acres of 
white potatoes were planted on land 
that was in sod in 1902 and 1903, and 
corn 1904. The potatoes were planted 
March 31st to April 25th, in the order 
they are given. 

About twenty two-horse loads per 
acre of manure from the cow-yard 
were broadeasted, and 5700 lbs. ofa 
fertilizer mixed according to this 
formula: 

600 lbs. muriate of potash. 

120 lbs. nitrate of soda. 

400 lbs. dried and ground fish. 

300 lbs. tankage. 

1200 lbs. acid rock. 

600 Ibs. steamed bone. 

The potatoes were sprayed four 
times with Paris green so effectually 
that the bugs did practically no 
damage. One acre, including an 
equal area (1-7 of an acre of each 
variety), was treated to nitrate of 
soda. This was sowed along one side 
of each row, 150 lbs. per acre, when 
the plants were about six inches high. 
The potatoes were harvested when the 
tops were nearly all dead. 

The yields were: 

1-7 acre 1-7 acre 
with nitrate, without. 
Holton Rose, 1675 lbs. 1450 
Pride of the South, 





225 ** 1025 

“™ Bliss Triumph, 1800 ‘ 1350 

—Blue Victor, 2568 ‘° 2150 

Irish Cobbler, 1375 ‘‘ 1260 

Carman No. 1, 1510 * 1445 
Rural New Yorker, 

_— * 750 


10920 Ibs. 9430 Ibs. 
Net gain 1490 lbs. per acre, or 
23 5-6 bus. 





Value at 50e. per bu., $12.42 
Cost of 150 lbs. of nitrate 

of soda, $4.25 
Labor of application, 25 $450 
Net gain per acre, $7.92 


Next year it is the intention to use 
nitrate of soda on all of the white 
potatoes planted except one acre, and 
note results. 

Anyone thinking of joining in the 
co-operative experimental work pro- 
posed by the Pomona Grange Experi- 
mental Committee should note that 
nitrate on two of the varieties gave 
very small increase. If the entire 
field had been planted to these 
varieties it would have appeared not 
worth while to use nitrate on white 
potatoes when fertilized as well as 
these were at planting time. An 
experiment should not be too readily 
abandoned because of lack of definite 
result, neither should conclusions be 
adopted after only one year’s trial. 
For instance, in this ease, although 
several varieties of potatoes were 
used, both plots fertilized the same, 
and the same treatment accorded both 
plots, it may be that one plot was 
better soil than the other. The ideal 
way to carry out an experiment of this 
kind would be to reverse the plots the 
following year, and use nitrate next 
year on the no nitrate plot of this 


year. 
WILL YOU HELP? 


During the past two months we have 
received a large number of new 
children. ‘The providing of proper 
accommodations for them depends 
entirely upon charity and we hope 
donations will be made freely. It is 
only by the untiring efforts of all 
friends of our work that we can con- 
tinue to care for the large number of 
applicants knocking at our doors. 
We need your aid and encouragement. 
No matter how small an amount you 
feel able to give, give it—for it is the 
many small sums given us during the 
past seventeen years that have enabled 
us to build up this monument to 
philanthropy. Each year sees our 
number inerease, There are now 
350 children receiving care and train- 
ing here. They must have suitable 
living quarters as well as_ food, 
clothing, training and entertainment. 
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The Training School. 


Published monthly by the New Jersey 
Training School for Feeble-Minded Girls 
and Boys, Vineland, N. J. We wish this 
paper to be self-supporting. Send sub- 
scriptions (25c. per annum) to E. R. 
Johnstone, Superintendent. 


The School was founded and incor- 
porated as a public charitable institu- 
tion in 1888 by a number ofthe philan- 
thropic citizens ofthe State. It is built 
upon the cottage plan, sothat close class- 
ification is possible, and is intended to 
give care and training to those children 
whose mental condition prevents their 
attending the public schools. 


OCTOBER — 1905. 


When taking your Wiaciiiieitiea 


collection, do not forget the needs of 
the Training School. 


The weekly Teachers Meetings 
have begun and a series of lectures is 
being given by the Superintendent. 
The topic now under consideration is 
Attention. 


A blue pencil mark here signifies 
that your subscription has expired. 
Please renew. 


The ‘Play Corner’’ is southwest of 
Robison Cottage and east and south 
of Itard. In it are the play-field, 
band-stand, zoo, merry-go-round, 
Pine Grove and deer park. The barns, 
piggery, green-house and_ poultry 
yards are adjacent and so are easily 
visited by the children. 


The ‘‘Institution Birthdays’’ of 


Prof. Nash, Mr. Smith and = Mr. 
Seiman were celebrated after em- 
ployes meeting last month. All 
employes not on duty were present 
and had a pleasant time singing, 
playing games, and eating water- 
melons and grapes. 
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ANNUITY CERTIFICATES. 


For several years our Board of 
Directors has arranged to grant 
annuity certificates in) proper legal 
form to those who wish to give money 
to the Training School, but who do 
not desire to surrender the interest 
upon it while they live. 

We shall pay interest on any amount 
of money, large or small, during the 
life-time of the giver, provided the 
principal is made over to the Sehool, 
so that we may have it upon his death. 

There are many who, fearing some 
business reverse, do not wish to give 
unconditionally $100. or $1000. (or 
more) to the Institution, but who 
would do so provided they might be 
sure to receive interesf upon such 
money semi-annually while they live. 

This ¢an easily be arranged by ad- 
dressing George Davidson, Treasurer, 
Vineland, N. J. 

If you are interested in the Training 
School will you not take this matter 
up at once, or if you cannot, will you 
not present it to someone who ean? 
It is asafe investment during the life 
of the donor, and the money is doing 
good for all time. 

Our School is not an experiment. 
For more than seventeen years we 
have been earing for the feeble-mind- 
ed of New Jersey. Our work is 
suceessful. We have grown far 
beyond the expectations of — the 
founders, but we are still unable to 
take all who need our care because we 
lack funds. 

Here is an opportunity to do a last- 
ing good without danger of loss. 

°—~<>_ ¢ @ + 

Properly and — skillfully directed 
compare the time spent in gaining a 
knowledge of the soil, stoek-raising, 
poultry, fruit-growing, ete., with the 
same amount of time spent on Latin, 
Greek, Higher Mathematics, ete., and 
see which will make the most success- 
ful man, the best edueated man, 
indeed, the best man. 
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REPORTS. 


At certain intervals written reports 
are sent from the cottages to the 
Superintendent. The following may 
interest our readers. 

‘‘Early to bed and early up in the 
morning is a splendid rule for every- 
body, and it is a habit and a good 
habit indeed, with our boys. Five 
o’clock in the morning, at the first 
eall, every boy is out of bed. All 
who are able to dress themselves do 
so, and then help the little ones. If a 
boy is able to dress himself properly 
he has to do it without help, even if it 
takes him one hour. The boys say 
their morning prayers as well as 
evening prayers, and we sing a little 
hymn: ‘To Thee, O God, we offer, 
ete.’ At seven o’clock all boys who 
are able to do the least of work go to 
their duties. They who cannot work 
go out fora walk or play. The non- 
schoolboys are kept in the sunparlor 
or playroom in the forenoon. 12.30 to 
1.30 is always spent with the singers 
in the parlor, where we learn our 
songs and recitations. From 2 to 5 
o’clock is, if possible, spent out-of- 
doors. If it is raining, we drill on the 
third floor or play the phonograph or 
music of some kind. 

After supper we spend some time 
out on the lawn and some time with 
our games in the house, but if the 
weather is bad, we have a little 
evening class, where we are interested 
in our School, its cottages, with the 
different rooms and the roads and 
lawns, ete. At 7.30 when the bell 
rings the first time, we get ready for 
bed, and now the boys are trained to 
undress and fold their clothes on the 
chairs, and the second time the bell 
rings, we say our evening prayers. 

After prayer the children bid each 
other ‘‘good night’’ and so one day in 
Sellotieetthdietenstt Cottage has passed away. 

Twice a month we have a party, 
with candy, fruit, lemonade, songs, 
phonograph, recitations and stories. 








The best boy during the day stays 
up with the attendant half an honr 
after bed-time, and we spend that 
half-hour as pleasantly as possible in 
the parlor.”’ 


THANKSGIVING DAY. >, 


This day is one of the ‘Donation 
Days’’ of the Training School. We 
ask you all to think of your own 
blessings, of your happiness and 
pride in your own children, untouched 
by the hand of misfortune, and to 
think of these little ones who by some 
accident or mishap for which they are 
inno way responsible are unable to 
take their places in the schools and 
homes as normal children. 

Our buildings and grounds are not 
the property of the State, but of the 
philanthropie citizens of the State, who 
realizing the need, have contributed 
to this great work. We need your 
help. Children still beg for admission, 
but we cannot receive them for lack 
of funds. 

Have you had cause for Thanks- 
giving during the past year? Show it 
in a substantial way to those less 
fortunate thau you. Are you unable 
to make a contribution yourself? Ask 
your pastor to speak of it on Thanks- 
giving Day. Have the collection taken 
on that day for the children of the 
Training School and ask your local 
editor to make mention of the day as a 
donation day for the School. One 
earnest man or woman in a community 
ean be the source of great good in this 
way. 

Have you a child who is imperfect 
as our children are? Surely then to 
you the eall does not go unheeded. 

In the best of homes the environ- 
ment is not suited for the child who is 
unable to follow normal paths, and un- 
happiness inevitably results, but here 
in this Home—this Sehool—all things 
are fitted for the little one whose 
darkened mind must be led out of the 
night into the twilight, aye, if it be 
possible, into the daylight of hope. 
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